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New Construction codes for 2020

The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has adopted eight new mandatory State
Minimum Standard Codes with new Georgia State Amendments which will become
effective on January 1, 2020. The new codes and amendments are as follows:

2018 International Building Code with Georgia Amendments IBC 2020
2018 International Residential Code with Georgia Amendments IRC 2020
2015 International Energy Conservation Code with Georgia Amendments IECC 2020
2018 International Mechanical Code with Georgia Amendments IMC 2020
2018 International Plumbing Code with Georgia Amendments IPC 2020
2018 International Fuel Gas Code with Georgia Amendments IFGC 2020
2018 International Fire Code with no Amendments
2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code with Georgia Amendments ISPSC 2020

If you need further assistance regarding these changes, please contact the Department
of Community Affairs, Office of Construction Codes and Industrialized Buildings, at 404-
679-3118 or by email at codes@dca.ga.gov.

You may also contact Bettie Sleeth, HBAG Consultant for Regulatory Affairs by email at
bsleeth@hbag.org or 678-468-9900

https://www.hbag.org/rac-updates.html
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/ibc_2020_amendments.pdf
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/irc_2020_amendments.pdf
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/iecc_2020_amendments.pdf
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/imc_2020_amend_final_version.pdf
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/ipc_2020_amend_final_version.pdf
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/ifgc_2020_amendments_final_version.pdf
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/ispsc_2020_amend_final_version.pdf
mailto:constructioncodes@dca.ga.gov
mailto:bsleeth@hbag.org


Georgia 2020 Energy Code Overview

Background
Georgia has been on the current energy code (2009 IECC + 2011 GA Supplements and
Amendments) since January 1, 2011. The new code (2015 IECC + 2020 GA
Supplements and Amendments) will go into effect on January 1, 2020.

The new Georgia code was approved by the board of Georgia Department of Community
Affairs in November, 2018. HBAG Past President Neal Davis served on the Energy Code
Task Force and HBAG Past President Tim Williams serves on the State Codes Advisory
Committee at DCA. Enforcement of the new Energy code - the first update in nine years -
-is scheduled for implementation January 1, 2020.

Changes and Highlights
Georgia's 2020 energy code brings forward several current amendments and introduces
a few new ones. It includes enhanced graphics in Appendix RA that illustrate proper
construction details for insulation installation as well as envelope and duct sealing.
The amended code brings minimal changes to the building thermal envelope
components:

Wall construction still allows 2 x 4 walls but must have R-5 continuous insulation on
the outside of R-13 batt insulation 
Ceiling insulation increases from R-30 to R-38 in climate zones (CZ) 2 and 3 but
remains R-38 for CZ4.
 Windows get better but effectively remain the same windows that are commonly
being installed today (max. Ufactor = 0.35, max. SHGC = 0.27).
 House leakage changes to < 5 ACH (a change from the current< 7 ACH but not as
stringent as the < 3 ACHs IECC target).

Georgia modified the 2018 IRC to not require whole house ventilation except for homes<
3 ACH.  Per the IRC, ventilation strategies range from simple exhaust only and sensor-
based supply only to ventilating dehumidifiers and balanced ERV's (energy recovery
ventilators). The IRC provides a table specifying the minimum ventilation to be provided.
However, houses must meet the < 5 ACH air tightness requirement (blower door) to meet
the Energy Code requirements.

For ducted mechanical systems, duct leakage improves from 12% leakage to 6% for
Total Leakage at Final, but it stays at 6% for Total Leakage at Rough-In. Additionally

Duct leakage-to-outside is no longer recognized as a testing option.
New home heat pump systems require electric strip heat lockout unless the
outdoor temperature is< 40F.
 Clarification was created for variable capacity HVAC units in terms of equipment
sizing and selection as per ACCA Manual J and S.
High Efficiency Lighting – has increased to no less than 75% of permanently
installed fixtures have to be high efficiency (LED)

New Compliance Pathway
The 2015 IECC introduces a new compliance pathway: the Energy Rating Index (ERi).
This pathway is modeled on the Home Energy Rating (HERS) industry and allows a
simulation that looks at all energy used in the home. This is significant because this
compliance pathway allows credit for mechanical equipment, increased lighting efficiency,
better appliances, and renewable energy.

Note: Most these highlights are from the Southface Energy Institute workshops.
For the Residential Energy Code Field Guide click here

https://4553qr1wvuj43kndml31ma60-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/GA-2020-Residential-Field-Guide.pdf


Reviewed by Tim Williams and Bettie Sleeth. More information bsleeth@hbag.org

Spray Foam Insulation becoming
more common

By Rick Bell,V.P. Government Affairs,
Arrow Exterminators

Spray Polyurethane Foam insulation is
becoming more common in new
construction and as an add-on post
construction energy saver in crawlspaces
and attics. The foam expands to fill the
voids between floor joists, wall cavities and
any area where it is applied.

The National Association of Home Builders has issued a report that states Spray Foam
was installed in roughly 924,000 homes in 2017 and of that number, approximately
120,000 were new construction. We know Spray Foam is extremely effective in resisting
heat transfer and is a great solution for reducing unwanted air infiltration through cracks,
seams and joints.

Spray Foam can be open or closed cell. Closed cell foam is rigid, dense, resistant to
water, has a higher R value and can strengthen a building. Open cell foam is soft, flexible
and moisture will move through it. The type of foam used and where it is applied largely
depend on the location of use and the problem being addressed.

From the Pest Management perspective, we are always limited in what we can inspect in
a structure and adding this additional obstruction [Spray Foam] to foundation walls, sill
plates, rim joists and sub-floors further limits what we can inspect. Additionally, many
Pest Management companies contracts have language that states that any structural
modifications or alterations that could affect our ability to perform a thorough visual
inspection could void the contract.

The Pest Management industry understands energy savings and realizes the benefits of
additional insulation but we can’t be put into a situation where we are unable to inspect
our customers home and honor our commitment to them and assist in protecting their
largest single investment. We are also deeply concerned about the inspection aspect as
it relates to real estate sales – if we cannot inspect a structure then we will be unable to
issue a Georgia Wood Infestation Inspection Report and this could impact everyone
involved in a home sale.

The Ga. Dept. of Agriculture, Structural Pest Control Division  and the Clemson
University Department of Pesticide Regulation have issued Consumer Alerts regarding
the use of Spray Foam in home. .Homeowners are urged to contact their Pest
Management company prior to having Spray Foam installed to ensure the foam is
installed correctly and it’s use will not affect their existing Termite Warranty or coverage
for Wood Destroying Organisms.
Link to Georgia Amendments in - Energy Code - Termite Protection

Sources: “Foam: Friend or Foe?” by Anne Nagro, PCT Magazine February 2019

mailto:bsleeth@hbag.org
http://agr.georgia.gov/improperly-installed-spray-foam-insulation-could-impact-ability-to-protect-from-termites.aspx
https://www.clemson.edu/public/regulatory/pesticide-regulation/bulletins/bulletin-9-foam-insulation.pdf
https://www.clemson.edu/public/regulatory/pesticide-regulation/bulletins/bulletin-9-foam-insulation.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9e67b5b9001/8fec7e8a-1384-4e3f-843c-e6f831949a36.pdf


Questions or concerns? Contact Bettie Sleeth at bsleeth@hbag.org
or 678-468-9900
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https://www.facebook.com/HBAGeorgia/
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